FEMALE, aged 18 years. At the age of 8 years she began to have rheumatism which has affected her hands and feet and kneejoints at different times. The joints of both hands and wrists are swollen and deformed; she has marked nerve-deafness, the signs of old interstitial keratitis and Hutchinson's teeth.
D. E., FEMALE, aged 18 years. At the age of 8 years she began to have rheumatism which has affected her hands and feet and kneejoints at different times. The joints of both hands and wrists are swollen and deformed; she has marked nerve-deafness, the signs of old interstitial keratitis and Hutchinson's teeth.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. SYDNEY STEPHENSON said the case reproduced one shown by Dr. Partridge and himself at the old Society (1903) . Both cases were markedly syphilitic, both had suffered from interstitial keratitis, both were deaf, both had the small joints of the hands affected, and in neither did the affection appear to involve the bone; it was entirely periosteal. The cases reminded one of the truth of the adage enunciated by Sir Jonathan Hutchinson .years ago-viz.,-that when one met with a condition like osteo-arthritis in a child the cause was, in nearly every case, inherited syphilis.
Dr. PERNET agreed with Mr. Stephenson with regard to the syphilitic point of view. He regarded the condition of the hands as part and parcel of the 6ongenital syphilitic syndrome.
The PRESIDENT remarked that in this case the appearances of the hands were quite different from what one would see in osteitis deformans in a child, for here the swellings were largely bulbous and limited to the joints. There were no spindle-shaped swellings of the shafts, nor was there a thickening of bone, as shown by X-rays. It was a good case of a congenital syphilitic polyarthritis, and he was glad to have seen it. H. C., FEMALE, aged 4 years. For some months the child has walked badly. The left leg is 2 in. shorter than right. An X-ray plate shows nothing abnormal in the femoral head and neck.
